
The New Testament Writers Affirm Both the Singularity of the Nature of God 

and the Distinctions of the Persons of the Godhead 

 

 

The following is a response to the statement that the writers of the New Testament 

acknowledged the distinctiveness of the persons of the Father Son and Holy Spirit but not the 

singularity of their nature. It also addresses the idea that because the word Trinity does not 

appear in the Bible the teaching of the singularity of the divine nature of the persons of the 

Godhead cannot be true. 

 

The New Testament and therefore the writers of the New Testament certainly believed that the 

members of the Godhead were separate distinct persons. Because they understood this they did 

not take issue with displaying the persons of the Godhead as such when they wrote. As a matter 

of fact, in their writing they wrote as they were moved by the Holy Spirit with the intent of 

conveying this very point. This is evident in each case where the New Testament depicts the 

individual persons of the Godhead, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. This is especially 

demonstrated in the New Testament passages where either all the persons of the Godhead or two 

of them are presented at the same time and same location such as at the baptism of Christ where 

all three members are witnessed (Mt. 3:13-17). Matthew 12:18 and 28:19 also distinguish the 

three members. In Matthew 4:1 the Holy Spirit leads the Son and in Matthew 17:5 the disciples 

hear the Father speak about the Son. In John 12:27 and John 17 Jesus prays to the Father. The 

writer of the book of Hebrews speaks of the individual members as distinct from each other in 

9:14. These are but a few of the many other instances recorded throughout the New Testament 

which indicated the writers recognized and sought to convey in their writing the distinctive 

persons of the Godhead. 

 

At the same time that the writers of the New Testament believed and wrote of the distinct 

persons of the Godhead they also wrote that there is but one God (Mk. 12:28-33; Lk. 18:19; 1 

Cor. 8:4; 1 Tim. 2:5; 6:15). When they wrote of the divine nature they were careful to maintain 

the singularity of that nature and condemn positions which taught that there could be more than 

one God (Mk. 12:28-34; Acts 14:8-18; 17:16-32;1Cor. 10:20). 

 

But New Testament writers did not stop when they wrote these two basic truths that the Father 

Son and Holy Spirit were all distinct persons and that there is but one God. They also wrote of 

the deity of each of the distinct persons. That is to say they wrote that the Father is God, the Son 

is God and the Holy Spirit is God (Jn. 6:27, 44-46; Heb. 1:6-8; Acts 5:3-5; 1 Cor. 2:11; 3:16). 

 

In these verses we see that the New Testament writers acknowledged and wrote of the 

monotheistic nature of God (one God), the distinctions of the persons of the Godhead and the 

deity of each person of the Godhead and they did this without seeing this as a conflict or even 



writing lengthy paragraphs in attempts to explain it. In full agreement with the Spirit of God they 

merely presented the facts concerning God as the Holy Spirit of God moved them. 

 

Therefore, in the light of the clarity with which the New Testament writers penned the truth 

regarding the nature and persons of the Godhead, one is left with no alternative than to believe 

either both the singularity of the divine nature of the persons of the Godhead and the distinctions 

of their persons or reject both. It would be inconsistent reasoning to hold to the distinct persons 

of the Godhead as presented by the New Testament writers and reject the oneness of their divine 

nature, which the writers of the New Testament also clearly conveyed. It would also be just as 

inconsistent to hold to the singularity of the divine nature and reject the distinctions of the 

persons of the Godhead (A doctrinal error called Modalism). 

 

That the word Trinity does not appear in the Bible but is a post-biblical term is of absolutely 

no consequence to the doctrine taught by the New Testament writers regarding God being one in 

nature and three in persons. The term Trinity is merely a single term used to describe what the 

New Testament writers taught concerning the nature and persons of the Godhead. The term did 

not nor does it create that truth. It simply puts a single name to the New Testament truth. 
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